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Article title: How Do Police Respond to Stalking? An Examination of the Risk Management Strategies and Tactics Used in a Specialized Anti-Stalking Law Enforcement Unit
[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction
This article is about police response to stalking. It was written by Storey from Kent University and Hart from Simon Fraser University. The report examines the risk management strategies and the tactics used by Anti-Stalking Law Enforcement Units to deal with cases of stalking. It encompasses three-phase studies. The first one is a literature review done to identify risk management strategies. The second one is requesting the police to review the tactics for completeness and group them into categories that reflect more general risk management strategies. Finally, the authors used qualitative and quantitative methods to evaluate files of thirty-two cases referred to the specialized anti-stalking unit of metropolitan police departments.
Literature review
Stalking can be defined as unwelcome and repeated communication, interaction, or other conduct that intentionally causes reasonable fear or concern to people's safety or others who are known to them. The lifetime prevalence of stalking victimization is higher among women than men.  The Canadian Centre for Justice Statics reported that stalking victimization in Canada was approximately 4% among women and 2% for men in 2005. On the other hand, the US reported 7% for women and 2% for men on stalking crimes. Stalking is a common crime that often causes severe physiological and physical damage to a victim. It is a complicated crime to deal with because of the varied nature of and intentions for stalking, including the various personal characteristics of the stalker and their victims. Due to the complex nature of the crime, there is no well-developed taxonomy for risk management approaches. However, there are four existing approaches developed to manage these risks. Among them include practice recommendations, police surveys, victim surveys, and evaluation of strategies of the efficiency of specific techniques.
Under practice recommendation, police give the offenders a warning to stop their behavior and sign such alerts to confirm their understanding of its content. They may also offer the perpetrator and their voluntary victim counseling and faith-based services. However, this approach is not always practical since the police can only endorse but cannot force victims to implement specific management tactics. Victim surveys involve asking victims about the methods they use to discourage stalkers and the effectiveness of those methods. Some of the most reported tactics, among many others, include filing complaints, changing phone numbers, physically confronting the stalker, and moving to new residential areas not known to the stalkers. However, research using victim surveys is often of limited relevance to the police, who must respond to cases of stalking since the victims usually report not all instances of stalking. Also, the management approaches are taken by victims often contrast with those used by the police.
Police surveys show the different methods used by police officers to deal with cases of stalking. Among the methods used by polices include court-mandated mental health assessments, charging the stalkers with non-stalking offenses, electronic monitoring of the stalker, and monitoring the stalker by uniformed police, among others. Finally, there is the assessment of the effectiveness of specific approaches. Here, the stalker may be given a restraining order to prevent them from contacting the victims. Also, they may provide victims with alarms that go off whenever they are activated, and finally, they may also establish intensive case management interventions for victims. Generally, the research on stalking crimes shows that police and victims have reported different ways of dealing with stalkers. Therefore, there is no comprehensive taxonomy of risk management strategies used by police for stalking that can be employed to determine what can be done in a particular case of stalking and evaluate its effectiveness.
Generally, the research done by Storey and Hart develops a taxonomy of policy-based approaches to the management of stalking. The paper is divided into two management concepts: tactics and strategies to help organize the work. Further, the job done in developing the taxonomy of policy-based management tactics and plan encompasses three steps: an extensive literature review that identifies risks management tactics suggested and used in different studies. The second one is a list of tactics compiled from the inspection conducted on risk management strategies. The last is examining a sequence of stalking cases to determine the principles behind how management tactics and strategy are harmonized and implemented. 
Methods
The researchers reviewed the literature on stalking management, searching for articles that deliberated or suggested management tactics for stalking. A total of 25 articles were found, and the management tactics in those articles amassed into a comprehensive list. They also included management tactics employed by the Domestic Violence and Criminal Harassment Unit. The list was then grouped into categories such as tactics used at work, at home, and those employed by the criminal justice system. After, the list was presented to a group of 17 police officers attending a risk assessment training course, who were then asked to review it for completeness to determine whether or not the risks were correctly grouped. The list ended up being divided into 22 general strategies based on the comments given by the policemen. The 22 strategies were then used to code the DVACH case file. Coding ended when the police action and case file did, except for one case which appeared to be closed. However, it was affirmed that the offender continued to stalk the victim after coding ended, but the case was not altered. Coding of the relationship between the stalker and the victim was done using the RECON typology. To measure the presence of individual risk factors for stalking in a given case, they used the Guidelines for Stalking Assessment and Management.
Findings of the article
It was found out that victims often tried to use their tactics to deal with stalking and only informed the police once the cases had started. The success of their unique techniques was only 4 in a range of 0 to ten. The RECON typology further determined that the total number of tactics employed was unrelated to the relationship between the victims and the perpetrators. Also, results showed that an average number of 19 specific tactics from seven overall strategies were used to manage risks. Further, operation strategies and tactics mirrored detailed features of cases, proposing that the risk management decisions made by the police were strategic. Also, the qualitative analysis showed the better effectiveness of specific strategies and techniques as compared to others.
The authors’ work fits in quite well with the subject matter being covered, stalking victimization. The theory was written gives detailed information about stalking as a crime. Also, it clearly outlines the various tactics that have been established by the police and individuals to deal with these cases. Further, the research is done on the topic, and specifically, the methods used to carry out the study are also effective. For example, the RECON typology used is very influential in determining the relationship between the perpetrator and the victim, making it easier for the police to know which tactic to use when dealing with these cases to ensure success. Also, using SAM to measure the individual risk factors for stalking is vital since it provides specific guidelines for the assessment and management of stalking risks. SAM, elevators code presents the risk factor during the most recent and any past pattern of stalking behavior. It also rates the relevance of the risk factors concerning judgments of risks for future stalking posed by perpetrators and the management of those risks. Further, reviewing different articles that have discussed or suggested management tactics for stalking gives a vast knowledge of the various methods that have been used and the degree of effectiveness that the plans have had.
Strengths and weaknesses of the study
One of the significant benefits of this research is that it gives readers adequate knowledge concerning Stalking victimization cases and the strategies that one can use to deal with those cases. Also, the methods used to do this research are accurate and helpful in determining risk factors for stalking and the relationship between the stalker and the victim, making it easier for individuals and even the police to choose the methods to combat such crimes. Finally, the research is essential. It establishes procedures such as the Ground Theory that examine which tactic is most effective at reducing or ending the perpetrator's stalking behavior, thus giving the police the ideas on the specific procedures used to bring an end to these cases.  
However, there are also certain drawbacks of the research. The research mainly relied on police records, limiting the available information, mainly because most victims often waited a long time before reporting the stalking cases to the police. Also, the qualitative method used in the research may have interjected certain types of researcher bias into the analysis. Finally, the fact that the study mainly used closed files was also a drawback. The use of closed files permitted examinations of tactics and strategies, which might have resulted in distancing.
Recommendations
In future studies, the researchers should focus on a wide range of data available from different sources and police sources to allow for better and adequate access to information. Future research should also focus on current ongoing cases to know the current trends in cases of stalking and avoid problems brought about by distancing.
Conclusion
In conclusion, we could say that even though stalking is a case with a complex nature, it is possible to develop strategies and tactics that can help in the control or even eradication of such claims. Therefore, people should work closely with the police to create methods that can be useful in dealing with these cases.







